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Message from the 
Chairman 
 
Welcome to the first Newsletter of 
the National Heritage Training 
Academy South West, (NHTA SW)  
formerly the Cotswolds Heritage 
Academy. We were founded in 
2006 with support from 
ConstructionSkills and The 
Prince’s Foundation for the Built 
Environment, and we represent a 
strong regional partnership of 
colleges, universities, employers 
and heritage organisations all 
dedicated to providing a 
sustainable solution to the skills 
needs of the heritage sector, and 
particularly to providing 
progression and accreditation to 
the next generation of craftsmen 
and craftswomen, presently in 
desperately short supply. 
 
In our first Newsletter we have 
breaking news – National Trust, 
Stone Federation and Wiltshire 
College have all joined the 
Academy. 
  
NHTA SW has made a confident 
start to its mission and we look 
forward to keeping you up to date 
with our developments as they 
happen. 
 
Stephen Davis, Chairman 
sdavis@nhtasw.org.uk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
NHTA SW Chairman Stephen 
Davis, Deputy Chairman Trevor 
Barfoot, and SW Region Co-
ordinator David Payne made a 
presentation at the National Trust’s 
(NT) Heelis headquarters in 
Swindon on 28th March to the 
Learning & Skills team of NT.   
 
Director of Archaeology David 
Thackray, Buildings Director Rory 
Cullen, Regional Building Manager 
Wessex Andrew Cambell 
discussed the central role NT will 
play in the development of NHTA 
SW, with practical training and 
education outcomes to be 
achieved in the fields of 
apprenticeships in the NT Direct 
Works Department, Careerships 
training throughout the NT, and 
Volunteer collaborations. 
 
NT has committed support for 
NHTA SW’s Employer 
Engagement Programme, being 
led by David Payne.  Further 
meetings are planned.  Meanwhile, 
Andrew Cambell has joined the 
NHTA SW Board. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David Thackray said; “The timing 
of the NHTA SW initiative is 
opportune and NT wants to work 
with the Academy across the 
Wessex and Devon & Cornwall 
Regions.” 
 
Stephen Davis said; “The National 
Trust is the key heritage client and 
employer in one for the region – 
their support for the Academy is a 
tremendous boost to our aim to 
join the dots in the heritage sector 
and build a sustainable solution to 
the skills crisis we’re facing today.” 
 

 
 
 
Stone Federation is the official 
trade association for the natural 
stone industry. The Federation co-
ordinates all aspects of the 
industry and runs the Natural 
Stone Industry Training Group 
(NSITG). 
 
The NSITG was formed in 2005 
and covers all aspects of the 
natural stone industry from 
quarrying, fixing, design, masonry, 
restoration, conservation and 
contracting.  
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It actively promotes training in all 
these areas to ensure a fully 
trained workforce for the future. 
 
Jane Buxey, Chief Executive of 
Stone Federation, says; “NHTA 
SW will be a vital partner in helping 
us expand and deliver our training 
programme, StoneTrain.  We look 
forward to working with Academy 
partners across the South west to 
deliver the message that the 
heritage and new build sectors are 
not divided but united in the 
expression of natural stone 
building materials and techniques”.  
 
Chairing a Stone Symposium at 
Gloucester Cathedral with Stone 
Federation and Cathedrals 
Workshop Fellowship 
representatives, NHTA SW 
Chairman, Stephen Davis, says; 
“Stone is not just our past – it is a 
vital part of our future.  Stone 
training is – to coin a phrase – a 
broad church, and we aim to 
promote the image of the mason 
and the opportunities for a new 
generation of masons through our 
partnership.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gloucester Cathedral Master 
Mason Pascal Mychalysin hosted 
a tour of the Cathedral’s workshop 
and showed the dramatic new 
gargoyles carved on site for the 
Cathedral.  The Dean of 
Gloucester Cathedral, The Very 
Rev’d Nick Bury, is a founder 
member of the NHTA SW Board, 
and hosted the meeting. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Dry Stone Walling 
Association, DSWA, has 1200 
members throughout Britain and its 
Cotswold Branch has been very 
active in a training partnership with 
Stroud College, the Cotswold 
Conservation Board and the 
National Trust.  DSWA operates 
the only series of  progressive, 
practical tests leading to the 
certificate Master Craftsman in dry 
stone walling. 
 
SW England DSWA are now 
subscribing members of NHTA SW 
and Chris Stephens of the regional 
organization will be our point of 
contact. 
 
The Patron of DSWA is HRH The 
Prince of Wales. The NHTA SW 
partnership now includes seven 
organizations under the Prince’s 
patronage. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
With over 3300 full-time students 
and 6000 part-time students, 
Wiltshire College is the main 
provider of further and higher 
education in Wiltshire, with an 
excellent reputation for quality 
provision, innovation and student 
care. 
 
Di Dale, Wiltshire College 
Principal, has been a follower of 
the Academy project since she 
was Principal of Stroud College. 
She said, "I was a delegate at the 
One Big Room Conference at 
Woodchester Mansion in 2005 and 
I am delighted that the NHTA SW 
has established itself so 
successfully since that watershed 
moment.  Wiltshire College, with 
four main campuses and nine 
smaller centres throughout the 
county, can play a significant role 
in supporting the NHTA SW 
mission of reversing the serious 
decline in traditional skills training. 
This is vital for the heritage and 
economy of Wiltshire, and for the 
young people who want careers in 
craftsmanship”. 
 
 
 
 

 

Pictured in The Laud Room at Gloucester Cathedral are (l-r) Martin 
Ashton, Site Manager, Gloucester Cathedral, David Priestman, 
Training Director, Stone Federation, Peter Edds, Head of Buildings & 
Estates, Salisbury Cathedral, Margaret Brown, Development 
Manager, Gloucester Cathedral, Lee Saunders, Assessor, Building 
Learning UK, Stephen Davis, Chairman NHTA SW, Jeremy 
Williamson, Deputy Principal, Gloucestershire College, Pascal 
Mychalysin, Master Mason, Gloucester Cathedral, Simon Holmes, 
National Heritage Training Group,  John Bysouth, Past President and 
Training Consultant, Stone Federation, Stella Rose-Williams, 
Development Manager, NHTA SW, and Jane Buxey, Chief Executive, 
Stone Federation. 
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NHTA appoints David 
Payne as South West 
Regional Co-ordinator 
 
David Payne joins the Academy 
after working for ConstructionSkills 
from April 2003 to July 2007  in the 
area of recruitment and careers. 
He became SW Education Team 
Manager in 2004 and worked with 
colleagues to support students on 
vocational courses, provide an 
awareness of opportunities and 
progression routes, address under-
representation in the sector and 
encourage the use of the built 
environment as a context for 
learning.  This included promoting 
an understanding of heritage, for 
example through National  
Construction Week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David Payne 
 
A qualified teacher, he has more 
than twenty years successful 
experience in secondary education 
in London and Somerset, including 
work as a head of department and 
sixth form tutor in two schools.  He 
lives with his family in Taunton and 
enjoys most types of music. 
Originally from a theological 
background, David has an interest 
in how historic religious buildings 
can be used in education.  He is a 
Member of the Chartered 
Management Institute and an 
Associate of the London College of 
Music. 
 
David is working as the Regional 
Co-ordinator to the NHTA-SW 
Strategic Forum.  He has a specific 
responsibility for the delivery of the 
FDF/NHTA-SW project to 
introduce a flexible Foundation 
Degree in Heritage Craft Skills with 
its particular focus on employer 
engagement. 
 
dmpayne@uwclub.net 

Training enquiries 
flood in! 
 
NHTA SW received almost 100 
training enquiries in response to 
the national and regional publicity 
the Academy received in February.  
All inquiries have been logged into 
a database and all will receive a 
copy of the first NHTA SW printed 
prospectus, now in production. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Action on skills 
training and education 
for the historic 
environment  
 
. 
NHTA SW Chairman, Stephen 
Davis, addressed the ICOMOS 
conference on “Action on skills 
training and education for the 
historic environment” at The 
Prince’s Foundation for the Built 
Environment in London on 29-30th 
April on ‘The Living Classroom’. 
 
Speakers at the 2-day conference 
represented many leading national 
and European training bodies. The 
conference saw the launch of the 
National Heritage Training Group’s 
updated skills research for the UK 
 
 

Farewell to  
Stella Rose-Williams 
 
After a year on secondment to us 
as our first Development Manager, 
Stella Rose-Williams has returned 
to ConstructionSkills. Stella has 
achieved a great deal for NHTA 
SW, including the writing of our 
first Business Plan, and grown our 
network steadily.  Her experience 
in construction industry education 
and training sectors has 
strengthened our ties in key areas, 
and she has overseen the 
extension of our remit from the 
South Cotswolds in the South west 
region generally.   We wish her 
well in her future career. 

NHTA SW appoints 
Jane Davis 
 
Taking up the reins of the NHTA 
SW’s development is Jane Davis.  
In her first career Jane was a 
senior marketing executive in the 
international fragrance industry, 
with roles at Estée Lauder Inc and 
Fabergé, where she launched 
products and managed 
international product divisions.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jane Davis 
 
 
After a career break, Jane became 
the first executive to win the 
Network Broker accreditation 
award at Business Link, 
Gloucestershire, where she 
delivered projects in the 
engineering, tourism and food 
sectors. 
 
As Development Director at 
Westonbirt School, she was a 
successful fundraising executive, a 
skill she has carried over into her 
role at Woodchester Mansion 
Trust, in support of her husband, 
WMT and NHTA SW Chairman 
Stephen Davis. 
 
Her connection with construction 
industry skills training is a lifetime 
one. The scion of a four-generation 
Manchester building company, 
William Thorpe & Sons, Jane 
frequently accompanied her father 
William Thorpe, CBE, on his 
international tours as President of 
the European Construction 
Federation, of which he was a 
founder member. Jane says; “My 
father was a founding member of 
the Construction Industry Training 
Board, now ConstructionSkills, and 
President of the National 
Federation of Building Trades 
Employers.   
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He was first Chairman of Skills-UK 
as well as the International Skills 
Olympics and placed training for 
young people at the top of his 
agenda over a long career, 
following in his own father’s 
footsteps.  
 
I am very proud to be the third 
generation to take up the cause of 
skills training. ‘Traditional Skills’ 
would have been a new concept to 
my father’s and grandfather’s 
generations – we have to make 
sure it remains a lasting concept 
after all the challenges the 
vocational training sector has 
struggled to meet in recent 
decades.” 
 
 
jdavis@nhtasw.org.uk 
 
 
 

Lucy Haugh,   
Woodchester graduate 
stonemason 
 
 
Lucy Haugh was running a PR 
consultancy in Notting Hill in 
London when she decided she 
wanted a more satisfying career.  
She enrolled at at the Building 
Crafts College in Stratford and got 
her  Diploma and NVQ 3 in 
stonemasonry. 
 
Part of her BCC syllabus was 
taught in the Living Classroom at 
Woodchester Mansion in 
Gloucestershire, the only heritage 
site in the UK to offer on-site skills 
training.  The WMT programme, 
founded in 1989, is the inspiration 
behind the innovative National 
Heritage Training Academy South 
West. 
 
Lucy demonstrated her skills at 
Woodchester Mansion Trust’s One 
Big Room Conference in 2005, 
addressed by HRH The Prince of 
Wales and David Lammy MP, now 
Minister for Skills. 
 
Today Lucy supports her freelance 
career with  two days a week 
teaching at The Building Crafts 
College in East London one 
evening teaching lettercutting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
.  
 
One day a week she’s at Richard 
Kindersley's studio in Kennington 
continuing her lettering training.  
The other two days (and weekends 
when necessary) she’s self-
employed. This usually entails 
small scale lettering projects, 
house signs etc.  
 
Recently, Lucy won a competition 
to design and create a £30,000 
sculpture for a flagship affordable 
housing scheme in Stratford, east 
London. 
 
Made out of slate and stone, the 
sculpture is a ring shaped seat 
with extracts from a poem by 
Christina Rossetti running along 
the inside. The lettering has been 
drawn and carved by hand and is 
gilded with 24 carat gold leaf.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“It was interesting how this project 
developed. Dominion first 
approached the Building Crafts 
College in 2005 with the idea of 
holding a competition for students 
to design some artwork for Burford 
Wharf, a housing development 
they were building in East London. 

     
Students past and present from 
the Stonemasonry Diploma course 
were  invited to submit designs.  
The winning design was selected 
by a panel of judges including 
representatives from Dominion 
Housing Group and Newham 
Council.   I was working as a self-
employed mason and trainee 
lettercutter when my design was 
selected, I had completed an NVQ 
and Diploma in stonemasonry 
at the BCC in 2005. 
     
The design is a ring shaped, and 
made from eight segments of 
welsh slate, which sit on Portland 
stone legs.  The inside face of the 
ring has a carved and gilded poem 
running along it.  Work began on 
the piece in December 2006.  
 
I drew and carved all the lettering 
myself, by hand and the worked 
the masonry too, with help from 
(teachers at the BCC) Nigel 
Gilkison and Gary Newton. In all, 
the piece has taken about 3 
months (working part time) from 
design to completion.   
  
I got the idea for the design from 
an archaeological survey of the 
site. 
 
 

Lucy demonstrates her skills to HRH The Prince of Wales and 
David Lammy MP (l) 

Lucy sawing stone at 
Woodchester Mansion 
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Coloured pigments were found in 
the soil where a mill for dying 
calico had once been. 
     
The Burford Wharf development is 
very modern, almost futuristic. I 
wanted to make something that 
would give a link to its’ past. I 
chose excerpts from a poem about 
colours by Christina Rosetti and 
have carved these into the slate. 
All of the lettering on the slate has 
been drawn and carved by hand, 
then gilded with gold leaf. 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It has been a brilliant opportunity 
for me to be able to design and 
build something on this scale, and 
something which I have thoroughly 
enjoyed.  
 
I would not have had the facilities 
or the resources to make 
something like this without the 
College. It¹s been good for them 
too, the current students have 
been in and out of the workshop 
following every stage of the 
process and learning about the 
techniques involved in making 
something like this. 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I'm still training one day a week 
with Richard Kindersley. I also 
assist students at the BCC with 
their lettering and carving, which is 
something the college is 
expanding at the moment with 
evening classes and the like. The 
rest of my week is spent working 
on private lettering commissions, 
which is something I would like to 
do full time eventually”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The bench I made last year was an 
exception size wise, but I'm hoping 
to collaborate with other masons to 
design and build similar stuff this 
year. I'm putting together a website 
and planning to pester some 
architects to spend their arts 
budget on me at the moment. In 
terms of money it's still pretty 
tough, as is the case for a lot of 
crafts people. My teaching work 
allows me to keep designing and 
making at the moment. Obviously 
the aim is eventually to set up a 
workshop and be lettering full 
time.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Next NHTA SW 
Meeting at Lacock 
 
By invitation of the National Trust, 
the next meeting of the NHTA SW 
will be held in the Manger Barn at 
Lacock Village in Wiltshire at 
10.30am on 22nd May. 
 
Lacock Village is one of the most 
popular period film locations in the 
world.  In addition to hosting the 
meeting at the restored tithe barn, 
NT will give an introduction to the 
work of its Buildings Department. 
 
Please note the change in time!  
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NHTA SW Partners 
 
Apex Architecture 
BTCV – The British Trust for Conservation Volunteers 
Cathedrals Workshop Fellowship 
Cirencester College 
Conservation Studio 
ConstructionSkills 
Cotswold Canals Partnership   
DCMS 
Duchy of Cornwall 
English Heritage 
Foundation Degrees Forward 
Genesis Centre 
Gloucestershire College 
Gloucestershire First 
Helifix Ltd 
Historic Houses Association 
HLF Building Bursaries Scheme 
Housing Forum 
ICOMOS UK 
Institute of Historic Building Conservation 
Learn Direct & Build 
Learning & Skills Council 
Limeworks 
National Federation of Builders 
National Heritage Training Group 
National Trust  
Nimbus Conservation 
Olympus Construction 
Prince’s Foundation for the Built Environment 
Prince’s Trust 
Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester  
South West Lifelong Learning Network 
South West Regional Development Agency 
Stone Federation 
Stroud College in Gloucestershire 
Stroud District Council 
Symm Group 
University of Gloucestershire  
Westonbirt Arboretum 
Wiltshire College 
Woodchester Mansion Trust  
 

 

Editor: Michael Sykes               email: michaelsykes@yahoo.com 


